WHOOPING
COUGH
Whooping Cough Exposure
Dear Parent/Guardian,
Members of your school community in both Primary and Secondary have recently been diagnosed with Pertussis, also known
as Whooping Cough. These students are now on medication and are no longer infectious. However, it is possible that the
infection may have been passed on to other students or staff members/adults. Parents/carers should look out for Whooping
Cough symptoms and ensure that family members with symptoms see a Doctor for testing and treatment if necessary. Any
child/staff member with the below symptoms should stay away from school/work/social gatherings/babies and pregnant
women until they have been tested and treated.
Symptoms of whooping cough include ongoing coughing especially at night, breathing difficulties and frequent coughing to the
point of gagging or vomiting. The person may have a flu-like illness before the coughing stage. Young infants and children
might also make a ‘whooping’ sound during coughing bouts, but this sound does not always occur.
Adolescents and adults can have the disease with the only symptom being a persistent cough lasting several weeks or
months. It is important to have such coughs assessed by a doctor because if one person in the family has whooping cough, it
is likely to spread to the rest of the family, including vulnerable young children.
Vaccination is the most important way of reducing pertussis/whooping cough in our community. Children should have
received 4 or 5 doses of pertussis vaccine at 2, 4 and 6 months with further booster doses offered at 18 months and 4 years
(pre-school) and another in Year 8 as part of the school schedule. Vaccination is recommended for adults and is available by
prescription from your doctor.

Vaccinated people can still get Whooping Cough but their illness is much milder and they are
less likely to be hospitalised.
Whooping Cough is a debilitating disease for young children who are not immunised and can be fatal in children under 2
years.
If you are unsure of your child’s vaccination status, you can contact the Australian Childhood Immunisation Register on 1800
653 809 or the School Health Nurse.
For more information or concerns please contact your School Health Nurse or call the Disease Control Team at the Kimberley
Population Health Unit on (08) 9194 1630.

Yours sincerely,
Marama Haenga
CNS Immunisation Program Kimberley
Kimberley Population Health Unit
(08) 9194 1640

Further information can be obtained from:
Ruth Rummery-Hoath
School Health Nurse
Kununurra/Wyndham
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