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On Thursday the 12th September
the East Kimberly College’s
student services team organized
an RU OK? Day event. The event
was held to raise awareness of the
importance of identifying changes
in behavior of those around us,
checking in with people and
supporting them in seeking help if
they need it. It was the first time
the school has organized such an
event and it was a huge success.
Linda and I as part of the team
helped in the organising of
different activities for the day and
decorating the student services
building in yellow, with the RU
OK message. On the day students
dressed in yellow and were
involved in an aerial photo of the
students spelling out RU OK.

KIM

Chaplains and School Psychologists in the photo booth.

Linda Sunderland

Above: Cake stall
Left: Sea of yellow moving to activities

Wyndham DHS
SUPPORT CHAPLAIN

The lunchtime event saw
activities like rubber duck
and hoop tossing, a photo
booth, cupcakes, netball and
footy games and a walk a
mile in my shoes activity
where students put on a
pair of yellow painted shoes
and read a profile of someone imagining what it might
be like for that person. It
was great to see such good
involvement and enthusiasm
from staff and students and
we look forward to the
opportunity to build on the
event for next year.

Linda Sunderland

Halls Creek DHS
CHAPLAIN
Jerome Birch

AREA CHAPLAIN
(KIMBERLEY)
Jon Spurgeon

Aerial shot of students in formation.
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EAST KIMBERLEY CHAPLAINCY

BLASTS OF COLOUR
The EKC Parents and Citizens
Association and Lego Robotics
Cub recently teamed up to run
a colour explosion fun run as a
fundraiser. The student
councillors and I were called on
to lend a hand as Kim and his
team organised a course around
the school that included stations
with water and obstacles. The
colour application was done via
squeeze bottles, “squirting”
powder on students as they
passed. Primary students ran
around the stations having a
great time getting wet and

LINDA

colourful as they ran laps.
The event was a fun school
community event and raised
over $5000 for our school.

E X P L O R I N G Z O N E S O F R E G U L AT I O N
Every Tuesday this term, the
Year 7 Orange class has been
learning about the Zones of
Regulation in form class. Zones
of Regulation helps students
learn about emotions by sorting
them into four different coloured zones – Blue, Green,
Yellow and Red. The students
have completed activities that
help them recognize different
emotions, such as recognizing
facial expressions, watching
cartoon characters in a video
and identifying their own feelings
based on real life examples. For

JEROME

the remainder of the Term,
students will be learning
strategies to help them
manage ‘big feelings’, such
as anger, stress and worry.
When students learn how
to cope with big feelings
there are many social
advantages but also they are
better placed to progress
academically.

AN EXCUSE TO DRESS UP

KIM

One of the much anticipated events on the
school calendar is the Athletics carnival.
Linda and I enjoy the opportunity to dress
up and show students that it is ok to be a
bit silly to support your faction. The event
was a good time to see students in a different context and to encourage and
celebrate students. The event is always
well attended by parents and families
which also works well relationally for us as
chaplains. Congratulations to Ord (Blue)
faction who won the trophy this year.
Term 3 2019
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YEAR 6 CAMP

LINDA

On Sunday 4th August we

kitchen. I had assistance

eaten. We were all well

headed out in the buses on

from other staff to unpack

over chopping carrots by

the annual trip to Batchelor

the groceries and pack

the end of the week.

for year six camp. I am

them in some sort of order

always amazed how

in the enormous fridge and

wonderful the year six

freezer. We pre-prepared

students manage such a

as much in the first two

long bus trip. The first day

days so we could stay

was an outing to Darwin to

ahead of everything as

accompany the students to

much as possible on the

go shopping, see a movie,

second day. I noticed that

ten pin bowling, laser tag

the preparation time

and then out for dinner to

difference from catering for

a seafood restaurant on the

30 to 70 is significant. This

waterfront.

meant thinking about the

My main role at camp this
year was again in the

Kim went out with
students doing archery,
abseiling and the high ropes
course and a trip into
Litchfield. The tradition of
Kangaroo Court was

continued with Kim
wearing his judges wig and
coat declaring students and
staff guilty or not guilty of
various crimes. Of course
the punishment was always
a “tasty” treat constructed
by Kim. I managed to lock
myself out of my room the
morning after a late night of
student support. I suffered
timtam, lobster-salmon
paste and wasabi for my
crime. Always a highlight
for those not guilty
watching those who are
guilty attempt to chew and
swallow their tasty treat!!

next two meals as the
current one was being

COUNCILLORS EXPLORE INTEGRITY

Above: 3 tribes combined.
Below: Integrity introduction hike

KIM

Recently Linda and I attended a student
council leadership camp at Lake Argyle
resort. I believe we have combined our
skills to be an effective camp team with
Linda's skills in organising a camp kitchen,
my skills in organising activities and our
combined support skills. I put together
the program for the camp which had a
survivor theme where “tribes” were
formed. Each tribe name was a different
translation of the word encouragement.
Tribes competed in a series of challenges
over the two day camp. At the end of each
day scores were tallied and a tribal council
held where students where challenged to
set themselves a goal for encouraging
someone at school and showing gratitude
to someone in the community. I also
facilitated two workshop sessions on
integrity. Linda did a amazing job of organ-

ising the camp kitchen and ran an entertaining cooking challenge for tribes to
compete in. The camp was a success
with councillors skills challenged and built
on. Throughout the term I have helped
guide the councillor group in their
activities which included; planning an
event to help the Kununurra Women’s
Refuge, meeting Shire representatives to
talk about youth issues, surveying the
student body about implementing a new
school uniform shirt, running stations for
the colour explosion fundraiser, implementing student feedback boxes in
primary and secondary, baking cakes for a
school art expo fundraiser, facilitating
assemblies, participating in the 40 hour
famine and running activities for the
schools RU OK? focus day.

Friends on the buddy bench.
Term 3 2019
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LEOPOLD ADVENTURES

JEROME

One of the highlights of Term 3 was
camping in the Leopold Ranges with
the Year 5 & 6 boys on a Clontarf
bush camp. Camping under the stars,
Tommy’s camp oven stew, hiking
through Tunnel Creek, discovering
freshwater crocs and swimming at
Yirramalay spring were some of the
highlights. These type of camps are
the best for building relationships and
making life-long memories.

Above: the group at Tunnel Creek
Left: Camping at its best.

TRACEY WESTERMAN

LINDA

I recently attended a

cides in Aboriginal people.

workshop in Darwin run by

She is also aiming to provide

Tracey Westerman an

scholarships to Aboriginal

Aboriginal psychologist.

students who want to become

Tracey specialises in Mental

psychologists.

health risk assessment of

Tracey won West Australian
of the year in 2018 for her
work creating unique assessment tools for using with Aboriginal clients. Her workshop in Darwin was engaging,
humorous and confronting all
at once. The take home
messages for me were; reduce
racism, avoid “spotlighting”

Aboriginal clients and suicide
prevention in Aboriginal
communities. She educates
nationwide to service providers working with Aboriginal
people. Her goal is to
reduce the number of sui-

Aboriginal people, improve
communication skills, assist
problem solving and anger
management skills. The
training was time and money
well spent. It was also

immediately applicable
knowledge. I did not expect
how quickly I would be using
my new skill set!

Workshop participants
Term 3 2019
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WEARABLE ARTS GROUP

LINDA

Since the last newsletter I have been
working with students in the Wearable
Arts Group (WAG) on Thursday
afternoons. So far, we have averaged 5
students per session. They have
completed mannequin construction
using duct tape and various recycled
bits and pieces. We were excited to
have our principal raise her hand to
participate by having a mannequin
modelled on her. We are on the final
countdown to the school art exhibition
where I hope to have the students
mostly completed work on display. The
art exhibition is a fabulous night run by
primary arts teacher Katrina
Boshammer and other members of the
creative arts team. If you are in
Kununurra on the evening of the 26th
September it is well worth attending. It
will be held in the Performing Arts
building from 4:30-6:40pm.

Above: Miss Wilson taped up for mannequin creation.
Left: Garments in development.

CRITICAL INCIDENT RESPONSE TEAM

KIM

Chaplains play an important role within our

The role of the group is to gather

school psychologists and the schools

schools as part of the critical incident

information, assess impact on the school

leadership group. Being a part of this team

response team. The team meets whenever

and form a response and support plan for

enables chaplains to be able to effectively

there is a significant event (typically a death

school students and staff following a critical

support staff, parents and students in times

or serious injury) in the life of the school.

incident. The team consists of chaplains,

of need .

YWAM LENDS A HAND

LINDA

At the end of July YWAM blessed us
with their Arts Evangelism team.
They came during the holidays and
week 1 of term 3. They did some
sketches and then we gave them the
go ahead to paint on the walls in the
primary chaplains office. Two images
in one day. A big boab and a
waterfall. We hope to coordinate
with the next team to produce art in
other areas at school. Next goal is
for the outside of the chaplains office
to be transformed to include

colourful local animals. Watch this
space for progress reports.

The finished murals

YWAM arts team in front of their work.
Term 3 2019
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KIMBERLEY WIDE
As I travel around the Kimberley
visiting towns, schools and talking to
Principals I am always amazed by the
commitment, care and contribution

JON

that our Youthcare chaplains invest
in their communities.
For me personally I have enjoyed
some much needed Long Service
Leave this year but in the 6 weeks
since I returned I have certainly been
busy, a fair reflection I think on the
year so far that many of our chaplains have been experiencing every
week.
Chaplains are often at the ‘pointy’
end of the many challenges that face
our communities. Their service and
presence are making a difference in
many lives and the feedback from all
the schools I visit reveals the value
and appreciation that many have towards their pastoral work.

With the next round of schools
granted funding for chaplaincy soon
to be announced, more schools in
the Kimberley have applied and all
our current schools with Youthcare
chaplains have renewed their funding applications.
No doubt as the seasons change
and a new year approaches there
will be many new challenges ahead,
but with every challenge comes
opportunity. Please continue to
pray for our chaplains right across
the Kimberley and thank you for
your continued support of this ministry.
Above all I would like to thank all
our chaplains for the great work
they all do every week.

WANT TO KNOW MORE?
If you would like to know more about the Chaplaincy programs at Halls Creek, Wyndham or Kununurra please do not
hesitate to contact us or visit the YouthCARE website.

Nathan, Kim, Melissa, Donald and Madi

Beth, Linda, Jess and Steve

Kim (KNX)

Linda (KNX/WYND)

Jerome (HC)

Monday-Friday

Tuesday– Friday

Monday– Friday

0409 880 047

0487 333 054

0477 417 412

Kim.moore@youthcare.org.au

Linda.sunderland@youthcare.org.au Jerome.birch@youthcare.org.au

TERM 3 2019

Jerome and Family

