On behalf of all East Kimberley College staff, I welcome you and your child to our
progressive College. I am most confident your student will enjoy an engaging,
educationally sound experience at our College.
East Kimberley College offers students all that one would expect in a larger
metropolitan College, yet has that unique friendly atmosphere typical of a rural
community. Our College strives to ensure all students, regardless of ability or style
of learning, are provided with the opportunity to reach their full potential in a
positive, supportive and engaging learning environment. We foster individual
student interests, encourage active participation in the learning process, and assist
students to develop their ability to apply knowledge and skills to real life
experiences and challenges.
Building community confidence is a significant component of being a recognised
and respected educational institution. Our College values its strong partnerships
with the parent and wider community and has an extremely active and supportive
Parents and Citizens Association and College Council. We sincerely appreciate the tremendous parental support
at East Kimberley College, and encourage parents and wider community members to visit our College and feel
welcome. As parents and guardians, you are the first and most important educator in your students’ life.
At East Kimberley College our belief is that “every student matters every day” and we foster our values through a
recognised and respected ethos, Seek, Strive, Believe, Achieve.
We look forward, with great anticipation, to getting to know you and your student, and working closely with you to
ensure the partnership between home and College remains strong and vibrant. Together we can achieve focused
academic goals, and social and emotional growth for all students.
Please feel free to visit our College at your convenience, and become involved in any capacity that assists the
enrichment of the learning experience for our students.
We look forward to witnessing the positive influence your student will have on our College.
Kate Wilson
Principal

The school of choice empowering students to succeed.

Seek, Strive, Achieve, Believe

To exceed the expectations of the community and deliver on our promise to be
“the school of choice”.

At East Kimberley College, we are:
Respectful
Responsible
Prepared
Safe

The Early Childhood Education (ECE) area at East Kimberley College consists of a number of units with a shared
outdoor area. The entire complex is fully enclosed and is adjacent to the Primary area, providing an easy transition
as children move through their early years of schooling. The main entrance to the ECE area is from Coolibah Drive.
Entrance gates are secured once the College day commences and re-opened at the end of the day. Access to
ECE during the school day is via Reception, off Mangaloo Street.
The purpose of the Early Childhood Program at East Kimberley College is to immerse your child in an interesting
and stimulating education program. Our aim is to develop the necessary skills, attitudes, values and abilities that
will serve as a foundation for future learning. The education program will be conducted in an atmosphere where
the aim is for your child to feel happy, secure and content and where they will enjoy the achievement of many
successful experiences. These early years of schooling are very important and help to lay the foundation for
developing strong social habits, cognitive skills and attitudes to learning, which will influence the later years of
schooling. parents and caregivers are very welcome in the ECE as we encourage a close bond to develop between
home and school.

Semester 1
Term 1

Monday February 3 – Friday April 9, 2020

Break

Saturday April 10– Sunday April 27, 2020

Term 2

Monday April 28 - Friday July 3, 2020

Break

Saturday July 4 - Sunday July 19, 2020

Semester 2
Term 3

Monday July 20 - Friday September 25, 2020

Break

Saturday September 26 - Sunday October 11, 2020

Term 4

Tuesday October 12 - Thursday December 17, 2020

Please note: There are six College staff development days where students do not attend:



Two of these days are before the school year starts and one day is after the school year ends.
Each school schedules another three days throughout the year in consultation with its College Council. You
will be notified of these dates once they have been confirmed

Public Holidays and College Development Days/Pupil Free Days are advised on our website
https://eastkimberleycollege.wa.edu.au/term-dates-times/.

For students who will turn four years of age by the 30 June 2020. (Born between 1 July 2015 to 30 June
2016).
While Kindergarten in Western Australia is not compulsory, most children attend because parents understand that
it helps give their children the best start to school. Kindergarten at East Kimberley College is based on 30 hours of
instructional time per fortnight. These instructional hours mean your child spends their time in Kindergarten
developing their literacy and numeracy skills through explicit play-based learning, and furthering their social and
emotional development. East Kimberley College will be offering four Kindergarten programs, each consisting of 5
full days over one fortnight – these are in the form of two red classes and two blue classes.

Kindergarten Sessions
Your child will attend Kindy on a rotating roster Five-day fortnight. The Red Group will attend the College on Monday,
Wednesday and every odd numbered Friday (e.g. Week 1, 3, 5, 7 and 9). The Red Group consists of Red Joeys
and Red Geckos. The Blue Group will attend Kindy on Tuesday, Thursday and every even numbered Friday (e.g.
Week 2, 4, 6, 8, and 10). The Blue Group consists of Blue Joeys and Blue Geckos.
The Kindergarten day runs from 8am- 2pm. Classroom doors will be open from 7.45am, for children to come in and
be prepared for the day. We love to have parent helpers in our classes and encourage parents to become active
members in their child’s educational journey. Recess breaks and lunch breaks occur from 10.10 – 10.40 and 12.40
– 1.10 respectively. During Term 1 Kindergarten students have modified recess times to enable them to get used
to the playground and the equipment without competing with the Pre-Primary Students. These times will be
discussed at the Parent Information Session for your child’s class early in 2020.
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Week 1
Week 2
Week 3
Week 4
Week 5
Week 6
Week 7
Week 8
Week 9
Week 10
Sessions commence the first week of the College year (from Monday 3 February, 2020). Please see below for
session times. If you find your child is not coping with full days, it is possible to make an arrangement with the
College while your child adjusts.
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Week 1

3/02/2019
8am – 2pm

4/02/2019
8am - 2pm

5/02/2019
8am - 2pm

6/02/2019
8am - 2pm

7/02/2019
8am – 2pm

Week 2

10/02/2019
8am – 2pm

11/02/2019
8am – 2pm

12/02/2019
8am – 2pm

13/02/2019
8am – 2pm

14/02/2019
8am – 2pm

Week 3

17/02/2019
8am - 2pm

18/02/2019
8am - 2pm

19/02/2019
8am - 2pm

20/02/2019
8am - 2pm

21/02/2019
8am - 2pm
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Enrichment Activities
In ECE there are many activities undertaken to add value to your child’s learning experience. These can include;
visiting performers (in the past we have seen Musica Viva perform, Constable Care and puppet shows), Bookweek
celebrations (including the famous dress up as your favourite book character), Kimberley Writer Festival activities
(students spend time with renowned authors and illustrators who share their love of books) , Miriwoong Language
Sessions (learning the local Indigenous language), cooking activities, BluEarth Active Schools Program (weekly
visits based around the use of games to encourage students to build resiliency, belonging and cooperation),
assemblies and the ECE Christmas Concert. We even go on local based excursions (going on a bus to local points
of interest that are being discussed in class, ie. Oria Orchards for the growing of plants, Warringarri Aboriginal Arts
to check out and create our own pieces of wonderful artwork).

Explicit Instruction
Expert educationalist John Fleming has supported the implementation and ongoing application of the Explicit
Instruction model at East Kimberley College since its conception in 2012. At the core of Explicit Instruction is the
belief that all students can learn the skills they need in order to reach their full potential.
It is the role of the teacher, therefore, to make sure that these skills are learned through step-by-step teaching. That
is, breaking down essential skills into the smallest possible steps and guiding students repeatedly until they have
mastered each step.
Kimberley Schools Project
The Kimberley Schools Project (KSP) supports teachers and the application of Explicit Instruction through
professional development and coaching.

Handwriting
The New South Wales Foundation Print style of writing will be taught to your child throughout his or her primary
schooling at East Kimberley College.

National Quality Framework
The National Quality Framework (NQF) is a national system devised as a result of an agreement between all
Australian governments to work together to provide better educational and developmental outcomes for children
using education and care services. The NQF introduces a new quality standard to improve education and care
across day care, family day care, preschool/kindergarten, and outside school hours care. This national system is
designed to provide transparency and accountability.
As part of the NQF, Standards have been devised and a rating system introduced to compare the quality of services
in seven areas:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6
7.

Educational program and practice.
Children’s health and safety.
Physical environment.
Staffing arrangements.
Relationships with children.
Partnerships with families and communities.
Leadership and service management.
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Nature Play
In our ECE area and Yr 1/2 play area, we are currently working towards nature play area for both playgrounds in
conjunction with the P&C. East Kimberley Job Pathways have kindly donated some of their time and expertise in
assisting with the addition of a mud kitchen, music wall and water wall. We can’t wait for this vision to come to
fruition.

Outcomes
Learning in Kindergarten is a wonderland of painting and story time; of talking and listening; of exploring the world;
and of making new friends. Children begin to build on what they have learned at home. This includes their
understanding of language – that language is made up of words, that written words are made up of letters in the
alphabet, and that spoken sounds can be written down. They also learn about numbers and shapes, and the many
different ways we use maths in our lives every day.
These early lessons help children later with reading, spelling, language and maths skills. Teachers take into account
the many different experiences and backgrounds of children in the classroom, to make sure the learning program
helps each child.
Learning programs in Kindergarten are guided by the Kindergarten Guidelines from School Curriculum & Standards
Authority, which also incorporates the Early Years Learning Framework – Belonging, Being and Becoming.
In Pre-primary, teachers further refine the balance between formal and informal learning. Teaching moments can
occur at any given time, even when playing in the playground, and teachers make the most of all of these
opportunities. There is a learning intention behind everything a teacher plans to do in his/her class. Sometimes,
the learning intention may not be initially clear, but may in fact be developed over sequential lessons. Skills and
concepts will be explicitly taught, but that does not mean it needs to be boring. Classes will also do ‘Warm-ups’
which are a way of moving concepts and skills into students’ long term memory and to automaticity (where
responses are immediate). Learning is meant to be a fun and enjoyable experience and our ECE teachers are
trained to make sure that happens. Educational goals and outcomes for Pre-primary students are clearly identified
in the National Australian Curriculum and also the WA Curriculum Guidelines. Outcomes and goals for Kindergarten
students are clearly identified in the Kindergarten Curriculum Guidelines.
Children learn social skills by playing with other children and sharing equipment. Play allows children to share and
take turns while developing coordination and confidence. All of these experiences are vital to their future learning.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Children have a strong sense of identity.
Children are connected with and contribute to their world.
Children have a strong sense of wellbeing.
Children are confident and involved learners.
Children are effective communicators.
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Parents as Partners
At East Kimberley College we truly value parents/caregivers as partners in their child’s education. You can set the
stage by:










Talking about the College as a pleasant experience which your child ought to look forward to.
Sending your child to Kindergarten or Pre-primary regularly and promptly.
Praising your child’s efforts and setting reasonable goals.
Listening to your child’s thoughts and ideas.
Using consistent discipline and encouraging self-control.
Reading to your child as often as possible.
Ensuring adequate sleep.
Expecting and praising age-appropriate talk rather than “baby talk”.
Discussing with us anything which will help us understand your child and his/her needs.

Contributing to the development of a strong partnership between yourself and the ECE staff is one of the
most important steps you can take to ensure that your child makes a great start to their schooling
experience.

Parent/Caregiver Rosters
The parent/caregiver roster enables you to get more involved in your child’s education, spend special time with your
child and help the teacher and the assistant to implement the learning program. It also enables us to spend more
quality time with each individual and means a great deal to your child.
A roster will be up on each class’ noticeboard as each term begins. Please sign up on a day that is convenient to
you. We like to have one parent/caregiver per session if possible. We would also appreciate your assistance in
laundering some items used in the classroom. A laundry roster will be placed on the board outside your child’s
classroom for items such as towels, tea towels and aprons.
It can sometimes be difficult to have younger siblings in the classroom during parent help times. Please liaise with
your child’s teacher if you cannot make alternative arrangements for the care of younger siblings and we will
endeavour to work with parent needs.
If you can’t come on a day you have put your name down for, please remove your name so that another
parent/caregiver can take your place.
There are a range of ways in which you can help to enrich our program, with any special skills,
knowledge or interest you may like to share. For example, cooking, reading stories, playing an instrument, building
or playing sport.
We find that our students are particularly fascinated by the presence of males in our classrooms. We would love to
see any parents/caregivers involved
in our classrooms and particularly
encourage men to become involved.
In keeping with a safe school
environment, we ask parent
helpers to sign in and out at
Reception and wear a visitor’s pass
sticker whilst on College grounds.
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Personal Use Items
Your child will need a small number of items each day he/she attends Kindergarten or Pre-primary. Lists of the
items required by Kindergarten and Pre-primary children are available from Reception. If an item is broken or
misplaced, it will need to be re-supplied. These items are considered essential for your child’s educational
development. Booklist items in Kindergarten or Pre-Primary DO NOT need to be labelled as they are communal
items and used to encourage sharing. During Week 1 of Term 1 your teacher may also request additional items to
be donated for cooking and craft activities. This will be via a class newsletter and meeting.

Play-Based Education
The aim of the play based program is ‘to promote a sense of wonder, exploration, investigation and interest in a rich
range of materials, resources and opportunities in which the child can engage. The child is central to the creation
of learning programs, with careful consideration given to which materials and equipment are selected and how they
are organised within the environment. Such environments are often described as child focused as children are
constantly engaged in meaningful learning experiences. While interest form the basis of the program, the
environment needs to be carefully planned and presented in ways that are inviting to young children. All experiences
are based on supporting a balance of child and adult initiated ideas and investigations, and utilise spaces effectively
(both inside and outside). Specific play spaces or areas may be arranged to engage children in different areas of
learning such as art, literacy and construction.

Special Events
During the year the children may be involved in a number of special events, incursions and excursions. We may
call on additional parent involvement to make some of these education experiences possible. Parents/caregivers
will be notified by a special letter of any changes to the normal timetable.

Helping Your Child Learn
Schools and You: the Department of Education has a website that provides information on ways to help your child.
On this website are a range of booklets which give excellent ideas for helping your child with Mathematics, English,
Science and everyday life.
http://www.det.wa.edu.au/schoolsandyou
Literacy: ideas to help develop your child’s literacy skills:





Read every day with your child. This may include books, recipes, rules for the games you play, etc.
Sing nursery rhymes, songs and funny poems. Make up silly rhyming words with names or objects, eg:
“cat bat” or “Mummy tummy wummy”.
Clap syllables in names and words, eg: “dol-phin” “Me-gan”.
Point out words, talk about letters, words and sentences.
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Focus on beginning sounds in words. Encourage your child to verbalise the sound, eg: “Daddy starts with
a d sound”.
Teach your child how to recognise their own name.

Numeracy: ideas to help to develop your child’s numeracy skills:






Count everything! Count the carrot sticks on the plate, count the cars in the box, count how many wheels
on the truck.
When counting objects make sure they touch each object only once.
Ask your child to collect objects for you. At the shops you could say “please get me 3 red apples” or during
put away time say “please get 4 cars for me”.
Point out numbers, they are everywhere, eg: on the street kerbs outside homes, street signs, number
plates, clocks, etc.
Use Mathematical language when talking with your child, eg: smaller, taller, heavier, lighter, on, over,
behind, shapes, colours and patterns.

A Final Thought: your child’s first few weeks at East Kimberley College will present many very different and new
experiences for him or her. Your child may be extra tired, excited, restless or just difficult to manage as he or she
comes to terms with the changes in routine. You can help by being calm, understanding and giving lots of love and
support while your child adjusts to this new situation.
We aim to provide a stimulating and relevant learning program for your child. Your communication with us can
make a significant difference to your child’s education and we welcome any information. We strive to maintain open
communication and regular contact with parents/caregivers. We aim to work with parents and caregivers to have
consistent approaches to children’s behaviour and work together to teach children some new strategies for dealing
with new experiences.

Buses
Five separate bus runs are available for students who reside out
of town. For information and to register for this service parents
need get online at www.schoolbuses.wa.gov.au. You will
need to inform your child’s teacher if your child travelled on the
bus in the morning and is not travelling on the bus in the
afternoon, so that an effective Duty of Care monitoring system
can be maintained. In the mornings, older siblings can walk their
brother/sister to class. A teacher will be available if there is no
sibling to take up this role. In the afternoon, students in
Kindergarten are walked to the bus by an Education Assistant.
A privately operated Lakeside bus run is also available
morning and afternoon at a cost of $1.30. A book of tickets can be purchased at a reduced rate of $7.00 for 10
from the driver. Parents are responsible for their child’s behaviour on the bus.

Car Parks
Parents/Carers are NOT to use the staff car park (off Mangaloo Street) for the purpose of dropping-off or collecting
children. Please use the car bays on Mangaloo Street, Coolibah Drive and the Mango Block (off Coolibah Drive).
The bus drop-off and pick-up area is also on Mangaloo Street (closest to the College) and this area cannot be used
by parents/carers for drop off or picking up of students between 7am and 9am or 1pm and 3pm Monday to Friday.
Council Rangers regularly patrol the area and can issue infringement notices. Under no circumstances are
parents/caregivers to park or stop in the entrance to car-parks or obstruct footpaths!
Parents/caregivers are asked to restrict their speed in the vicinity of the College to the 40Km/h limit and to refrain
from parking on our neighbour’s verges and street lawns.
Senior School students who are licensed to drive are able to park their vehicle at the rear of the senior school block.
Once parked, the vehicle is to remain parked until the end of the College day or until such time that the student is
leaving the College site for the day. Under no circumstance are students permitted to transport another student in
their vehicle during College hours. The College reserves the right to terminate consent for a student to bring a
vehicle onto College property.
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Collecting Your Child During College Hours
All parents/carers collecting students from the College during school hours are required to notify Reception to sign
out their child.

Dropping Off or Picking Up Your Child at Kindergarten
Kindergarten children are to be handed over to the teacher at the classroom door by an adult. Those catching the
bus can be brought to their classroom by an older sibling in the morning. Parents/Caregivers are requested to
collect children promptly, as delays can be distressing for children. Students will only be released to adults that
have been specified on their enrolment forms. Kindergarten students attend from 8am until 2pm. All classrooms
will be open from 7.45 am and children are encouraged to attend at this time, in order to be involved with morning
routines.
Please note: College staff often attend meetings after 2.10pm and will not necessarily be able to keep your child in
the classroom. If you are unable to pick your child up on time, children will be taken to the College Reception,
where parents will be contacted.
Please send a permission note or call the Reception (9168 4400) should anyone other than an authorised contact
on the enrolment form be collecting the child from the class. Thank you for your cooperation in this regard.
PLEASE NOTE: Children are not to be left unattended at the start of the day. Please hand them over to
College staff.
Also the College play equipment is unsupervised by staff before and after College hours, so we ask that students
and their siblings refrain from playing on the equipment for their own safety.

Dressing for Kindy
We encourage our students to wear the College uniform in Kindergarten as this helps them to make the transition
to the College environment. We do acknowledge that some play activities can be messy and we aim to protect
clothing, but accidents may occur while children learn to control tools such as paintbrushes. We therefore request
a change of clothes be brought to College in your child’s bag.
Kindergarten style shirts and shorts are available for purchase through the Front Office. College Faction shirts are
also available from the Front Office and can be worn as part of the College uniform.
It is essential that children wear footwear to and from College, preferably ones that they can get on and off without
assistance. At the commencement of particular sessions children may be asked to remove their shoes and this
provides them with an opportunity to practise their self-management skills by learning to put them back on again.
Thongs, strapless sandals or bare feet are neither approved nor acceptable at the College. Sandshoes or sneakers
are the preferred footwear as they support growing feet and make moving around safer and less likely for accidents
to occur. If your child needs to wear thongs, because of an injury, please supply a note to your child’s teacher
explaining the reasons for the alternative footwear to be worn.

Factions
Students are allocated to one of four factions, each
named after local attributes of our area. Brothers and
sisters are placed in the same faction for the
convenience of parents/caregivers. Faction names
and colours are:
Boab - Green. Ord - Blue. Poinciana - Red.
Whitegum - White.

Uniform
We encourage our Kindergarten kids to wear the
College uniform as it: promotes safety, projects a
positive personal and public image, fosters team
spirit, equity and preparation for life (as many
workplaces have dress and safety codes). For Kindy, the uniform options are as follows and are available from the
Uniform Shop in the Administration building:
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Pre-Primary/
Kindy Shirt $25
Size 4 & 6 available

Primary Skort $25

Unisex Shorts $20

Primary Hat $10
Size XS, S/M, L, XL

What to Bring
Every day students attend East Kimberley College they will need to bring the following:
A School Bag - All children will need a bag large enough to carry their work, lunch box and a change of clothes.
Children will also need a bag for library books. You may like to make a drawstring or handle bag 40 cm x 40 cm
with your child as part of preparing them to commence at East Kimberley College, or buy a school library bag from
the Kununurra Community Library.
Food - For each session children need to bring their own lunch box with their name clearly displayed. It should
contain a healthy snack and drink for recess, as well as lunch. Students are also required to bring a piece of fruit
for shared fruit time each day. Lunches and recess may be ordered from the canteen. It is preferred if you fill out
your child’s recess and/or lunch bag with them at home and then they can just drop the bag into the Canteen Lunch
basket. NO LOLLIES PLEASE.
A Drink Bottle - Please clearly mark with your child’s name.
A Hat - Children must wear a broad brim or legionnaire’s hat when playing outside. Suitable hats are available
for purchase at Reception for $10.00. We suggest designating a hat for College use only and keeping your child’s
bag (name clearly printed on the inside with a permanent marker). Teachers on playground duty are required to
enforce the College rule ‘No Hat, No Play’.
Change of Clothes - Each child is required to bring a spare set of clothes in their bag, consisting of shorts, t-shirt,
and underpants, clearly labelled with their name. Please explain to your child that they are allowed to change into
them with the teacher’s help if a toileting accident occurs.
Please clearly label YOUR child’s hat, bag, lunchbox and other personal belongings.
You DO NOT need to label the items on the booklist, however, as they will be shared.

Contributions and Charges
The State Government and the Department of Education permit the College to seek payment of Voluntary
Contributions and Charges for each student enrolled at the College. The Voluntary Contributions provide the
College with funds to supplement our own resources in purchasing materials and resources valuable in the
education of students enrolled at the College. The Voluntary Contribution and Charges schedules have been
endorsed by the College Council and can be found on the EKC website under Enrolments, Contributions and
Charges.

Parents and Citizens Association
The P&C provides an opportunity for all parents and citizens to learn about the educational programs in the College,
and support the provision of amenities. We recognise and appreciate the need for teachers and parents to work
together and to do all we can to facilitate children’s learning. Involved parents can work to ensure the College
provides the best possible education programs to our children. Funds are raised through the operation of the EKC
P&C College canteen. All profits are distributed by the P&C to provide much needed extra amenities at our College
for the benefit of our children’s education. The P&C meets on a Tuesday (twice per term) at 5.30pm. New members
are always valued at our College P&C and everyone is welcome to attend. Contact details for the P&C are available
from Reception.
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Absences
If your child is absent from College for any reason, please explain with a note given to the class teacher upon their
return, phone, email the College office or teacher to provide a reason for the absence. This is a legal requirement
for schools. Absences can also be recorded via our web page https://eastkimberleycollege.wa.edu.au/ or the
College app (please refer below for instructions on how to download).

Communication from the College
Class teachers use many different ways to communicate with parents/carers. Each term you will receive a letter
from your child’s teacher, explaining the term overview and any other important relevant information. A College
newsletter is produced twice per term and can be emailed to parents/carers who provided their email address on
their child’s enrolment form. The newsletter is also shared to the College Facebook page. At the beginning of 2020,
a parent information meeting will also be held to discuss your child’s individual class details and other important
information.
A noticeboard is also on display outside your child’s classroom with pertinent information for the upcoming week
and teaching focus.
Some classes also have ‘closed’ Facebook pages. Your child’s teacher will let you know if they use one. The College
also has a Facebook page www.facebook.com/kununurradistricthighschool and an App for notifications and
updates. The College app can be downloaded via GooglePlay or the Apple store, by searching for The SmartLink
App.
AppleStore:
https://itunes.apple.com/au/app/the-smartlink/id1105845010?mt=8
AndroidPlayStore:
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=au.com.thesmartlink

Correct Contact Details
It is of utmost importance that the College has correct emergency contact details in regards to your child in case of
emergencies, sickness or for passing on general information. Often College staff find that parents/caregivers have
not updated their phone numbers when moving or updating phone plans and this means that sick or hurt children
are left waiting in the office with no means to contact parents/caregivers or designated emergency contacts. It is
also important that the College has correct mailing details in relation to your child, so that student reports and letters
can be delivered.

Interviews
If you have any questions or concerns about any aspect of College, please see your child’s teacher to arrange a
suitable time for a meeting. No issue is too small. Please check when your child’s teacher has their Duties Other
Than Teaching (DOTT) day as this is the most suitable time for parent interviews.
Please remember that the beginning and end of each class session is a very busy time for teachers and meaningful
discussions of any length are not always possible at these times.
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Student Progress Report
TIME
TERM

1

WEEK

2-4

2

10

3

4

10

Ongoing

ACTIVITY

NOTE

 Kindergarten meetings and
parent letters.
 Kindergarten Parent interviews
on DOTT days, as required.

 Basic agenda set. Teachers add to agenda.
 Parents/caregivers are encouraged to share
information about their child and any special
needs with the teacher.
 Teachers and/or parents/caregivers are
encouraged to initiate these interviews.

Semester 1 reports distributed.
The report form adopted is the same as that used in
Interviews available at parent’s
all WA Government schools.
request in Term 3.
Kindergarten portfolios display student progress and
Student Portfolios presented to
capabilities throughout the Semester.
parents of Kindergarten students.
Individual parent meetings for the
Teachers and/or parents/caregivers are encouraged
purpose of discussing student
to initiate these interviews.
progress.
Semester 1 reports distributed.
The report form adopted is the same as that used in
Interviews available at parent’s
all WA Government schools.
request in Term 3.
Kindergarten portfolios display student progress and
Student Portfolios presented to
capabilities throughout the Semester.
parents of Kindergarten students.
Parent information on bulletin boards outside of classrooms and class newsletters/Facebook
pages.

Website
The College has a website which contains information for parents. www.eastkimberleycollege.wa.edu.au.

Throughout the entire College there are four core behaviour expectations. These are organised as follows:

RESPECTFUL

RESPONSIBLE

PREPARED

I listen actively.
I use polite, kind and
encouraging words.
I care for College

I follow staff
instructions.

I come prepared for
lessons.

I accept
consequences for my
behaviour.

I wear College
uniform.

property and
resources.

I do my best.

I actively
participate.

SAFE
I use self-control.
I keep body and
objects to self.
I ask for help.
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Behaviour expectations are explicitly taught in early childhood classes. All classrooms have clear bookwork
presentation standards, which are displayed on posters in their classes. Teachers use Classroom Management
Strategies (CMS) to deal with appropriate and inappropriate behaviour. Students are rewarded and/or recognised
for making good choices and receive negative consequences when they have made bad choices. The focus is on
the positives.
Teachers have developed their own individual ways of dealing with behaviour in their classrooms, DOJO points or
the use of Peg boards to track and visually stimulate behaviour. Some consequences used in the classroom include
verbal reminders and time-out in the classroom. These are generally enough for the students to stop their
inappropriate behaviour and start making appropriate choices. Individual classroom management strategies will be
discussed at parent information sessions, held in the first few weeks of College in 2020.

Bullying
East Kimberley College has a NO TOLERANCE policy on bullying. Bullying is repeated verbal, physical, social or
psychological behaviour that is harmful and involves the misuse of power by an individual or group towards one or
more persons. Cyberbullying refers to bullying through information and communication technologies. Bullying
behaviour can be:





Verbal eg name calling, teasing, abuse, put downs, sarcasm, insults, threats.
Physical eg hitting, punching, kicking, scratching, tripping, spitting.
Social eg ignoring, excluding, ostracising, alienating, making inappropriate gestures.
Psychological eg spreading rumours, dirty looks, hiding or damaging possessions, malicious SMS and
email messages, inappropriate use of camera phones.

Conflict or fights between equals and single incidents are not defined as bullying. Bullying behaviour is not:




children not getting along well.
a situation of mutual conflict.
single episodes of nastiness or random acts of aggression or intimidation.

All instances of bullying are to be reported to a staff member or Deputy
Principal for investigation. Students are encouraged to report instances
of bullying to a staff member. Instances of bullying are logged on to a
database to identify repeat offenders. The parties involved – bully and
victim – are often asked to participate in a discussion to identify strategies
to end the bullying. Class teachers will conduct lessons on social
skills/bullying to help avoid repetition of bullying.
Bullies may be placed into isolation to reflect on their actions and more
appropriate forms of behaviour. Please do not advise your child to
retaliate against an aggressor or bully! This only changes your child from
being the ‘victim’ to being an ‘aggressor’, and will lead to them being
disciplined. The College will deal with all incidences of bullying when
notified.
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Allergies
At times in the ECE area of the College, we have students with a
range of allergies, ranging from mild to severe. We endeavour to
educate our students to be aware and understand that some
students may have allergies. Therefore, East Kimberley College is
an “Allergy Aware” school, we do not ban allergens, but rather
educate the students about their effects. However, we endeavour
to ensure the safety of the child with allergies through monitoring
and the creation of allergy plans. If your child has allergies that
result in anaphylaxis, please notify Reception upon enrolment.

Emergencies
In extreme emergencies the student may be taken to the hospital before their parents/caregivers are notified.
It is most important that parents/caregivers ensure that EMERGENCY CONTACT NUMBERS held by the
College are up-to-date. Please advise the Reception staff of any changes.

Head Lice
Head lice have no respect for people. They can be found in all types of families, and usually infest the cleanest hair
first. They are not a medical emergency, but are quick to spread from person to person. If a student is found to
have head lice at the College, the parent/carer will be contact to pick the child up to reduce the risk of spreading
head lice to the rest of the class.
If not properly treated, head lice can become a serious nuisance in the community as they are passed from one
person to another. Any place where people live or play close together is a good place for catching head lice. They
like to live on human scalps where they feed, breed and lay their eggs. They feed on human blood and cause the
owner to scratch his/her head. Please check your child’s hair regularly for head lice. Children can attend the
College once treatment has commenced and live lice have been removed.
Treatment: Effective lotions are available from any pharmacy. It is important that treatment is carried out in
accordance with the instructions. All eggs should be removed from the hair to prevent reinfestation. All members
of the family should be treated, even if only one member of the family is found to have head lice or nits. Brushes,
combs and hats should be washed thoroughly and put out to dry in the sun for several hours. OR you can also use
the 10 day Conditioning Treatment (information available from the Front Office)

Illness and Injury
If your child is unwell, please keep them at home despite pleadings that they wish to come to school. Changes at
home such as the sickness or absence of a family member often cause changes in your child’s behaviour. Please
inform your child’s teacher of any changes in your family situation so that your child can be provided with that little
bit of extra care at school.

Infectious Diseases
The following ailments require a period of exclusion from the College unless a doctor is prepared to issue a medical
certificate indicating that the child is free from infection and well enough to return to normal College activities.
ILLNESS
Chicken Pox
Conjunctivitis
Diphtheria
Viral Hepatitis
Impetigo (School Sores)
Influenza
Measles
Mumps
Pediculosis (Nits)
Ringworm
Rubella (German Measles)
Scabies
Slap Cheek (Parovirus)
Whooping Cough

RE-ADMISSION
Usually once all sores have healed and redness fades.
Once discharge from eyes has ceased.
Medical certificate only.
Medical certificate only.
Must be under treatment including use of occlusive dressings.
Return when symptoms have subsided.
5 days after onset of rash.
10 days after onset of symptoms.
1 day after treatment has commenced.
Once person has received antibiotic treatment for 24 hours.
5 days after onset of rash.
1 day after effective treatment has been commenced.
When the child feels well.
Medical certificate only.
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Medical Conditions
If your child has a diagnosed medical condition (this can include, but is not limited to: heart conditions, asthma or
allergies), please inform the College office staff, who will provide you with the appropriate paperwork to complete.
This is also relevant if your child requires medication to be administered whilst at the College. This information is
then used to create a medical/medication record/plan. If there is a change in your child’s medical condition, please
inform the College.

School Dental Service
All school children are eligible for the School Dental Service from the year they turn five until the end of Year 11 or
the attainment of 17 years of age whichever comes first. The School Dental Service is primarily a public dental
health program, with emphasis on prevention and education. The treatment is limited to general practice care and
there are a number of exclusions, e.g. specialist services and general anaesthesia facilities. Treatment outside the
scope of the School Dental Service is referred to other providers and any costs are the responsibility of the parent
or guardian. The centre operates from the Kununurra District Hospital on 96 Coolibah Drive. You can contact the
Head Office in Perth on (08) 9313 0555 or the local Kununurra number on 0419 939 179. New admissions to the
College are given a permission form which must be completed and signed by parents/caregivers before any dental
work may be done.

Sudden Sickness or Accident
Minor injuries or illnesses which occur during the day are normally attended to at the College. In more serious
situations, every endeavour is made to contact a parent/caregiver or the emergency contact to arrange for the child
to be collected from College. If we are unable to contact you, the school will act according to the best interests of
the child.
Where the College elects to call for an ambulance it is the parents/caregivers who are responsible for all costs
associated with the call-out and subsequent treatment costs. This position has been confirmed by the Department’s
legal counsel. We strongly urge all families to self-insure for ambulance costs. Costs associated with replacement
of medications and apparatus (eg: epi-pens) are also a responsibility of the parents/caregivers.

Pastoral Care
At East Kimberley College, staff are positively disposed to developing and facilitating programs that foster positive,
individual attitudes to school, monitoring students at risk (academically and emotionally). College staff liaise with
many professionals, either College-based or community based to ensure student support. Some examples are:
school based psychologists, Chaplains, AIEOs and visiting specialist teachers. Community based – OVAHS,
CAMHS, Kununurra District Hospital – Speech pathology, physiotherapy and occupational therapy.

Assemblies
Kindy students do not attend Primary College assemblies.
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Dogs
Dogs are not allowed at the College and must not be brought onto the College site even if on a leash. They
present a health and safety risk in the playground. Dogs found in the College area will be handed to the Shire
Ranger.

First Day Tips
Introduce your child to a class staff member and feel free to stay until you feel your child has settled. Join in the
morning activities with your child. Then say goodbye and leave. If your child cries, take him/her to a staff member,
then leave quickly. Children not used to leave their parents may initially find the parting difficult, but prolonging the
moment only makes it worse. Children may cry for a short time (about 5-10 minutes), however, soon settle down
to class activities. If we are concerned that your child is not settling within a reasonable time, we will telephone you.

Preparing for the First Day
The first day of Kindy can be an anxious experience for both you and your child. Prepare your child for attending
East Kimberley College by answering all their questions honestly and in as much detail as they can understand.
This can help prevent potential anxieties.
Here are some tips to get ready for starting at East Kimberley College:






Read stories with your child about starting school. (Following are some books you could use - “First Day”
by Margaret Wild and Kim Gamble, “Tom goes to Kindergarten” by Margaret Wild and David Legge, “When
an Elephant Comes to School” by Jan Ormerod and “Who will go to School today” by Karl Ruhmann and
Miriam Monnier).
Drive and walk past the College and talk to your child about how they will soon be there, the exciting things
they will do and the friends they will make.
Check that your child can open and use their lunchbox and drink bottle by themselves and help them to
practise this.
Explain who will drop them off and pick them up when their day at the College is finished.

Toys
Children should not bring toys to the College, except under special circumstances, eg: when it is their turn for
“news”. The College is not liable for any losses or breakages of students’ belongings.
We look forward to a happy, productive and successful year at
East Kimberley College School Early Childhood Centre.

East Kimberley College
PO Box 617
Kununurra WA 6743
Phone - 9168 4400
Fax - 9169 1185
EastKimberley.Col@education.wa.edu.au
www.eastkimberleycollege.wa.edu.au
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