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Throughout the year the EKC
Lego Robotics Club has met each
week to learn about programing,
engineering, research and problem
solving. The culmination of these
meetings was the First Lego
League Regional Tournament held
in Darwin on13th of November.
This year we took two teams to
the tournament and competed
against 10 other teams from
across the NT in 4 different areas
of competition. Both our teams
did a wonderful job of
representing our school and
achieved great results for all the
effort they had put in throughout
the year. I was really proud of the
way our teams interacted with
each other, other teams and the
judges. They showed great
confidence in what they had
practiced and learned and were
able to use that confidence to help
them throughout the competition.
One of our teams, Lock N Load
won the judges award which
“recognizes a team whose unique

Chaplains and School Psychologists in the photo booth.
Team Unlock N Reload anxiously watch their robot perform.
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Team Lock N Load celebrate robot game points

efforts, performance and
dynamics sets them apart in
a noteworthy way.” The
award comes with an
invitation to attend the
national tournament in
Sydney in early December.
So the race is on to get
ready for the next set of
challenges awaiting the
team in Sydney. While in
Darwin our teams were
also able to experience
Darwin activities like ice
skating, laser tag and a trip
to the water park, as well
as having lots of fun times
together playing card games
and sharing hopes for the
future. This program has
been a wonderful way to
see students develop new
skills, learn more about
engineering, practice social
and team skills, and have
adventures together.
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BUZZ SMALL GROUPS
A new project in Term 4 has been
facilitating small groups of Primary
School students using the BUZ
Friends program, having done the
training in the October holidays.
BUZ stands for Build Up Zone and
is a life skills program that aims to
encourage building positive
friendships, understanding feelings
and how to handle bullying.
Each group is comprised of eight
students in Years 3, 4 and 5. To
start with, we’ve been focusing on
the 5 BUZ ‘Circle Skills’:
Eye contact, Listening, Talking,
Thinking and Focus.

These skills are foundational
for forming discussions in the
‘BUZ Circle’ and are linked to
expected behaviours in the
classroom. Each session runs
for 45min once a week and
includes a game and craft activity. The students look forward
to BUZ and are always asking
when the next session will be!
Facilitating a new program has
been stretching for me,
especially learning how to
contain the kids energy in the
small group! I’m so grateful for
the support of the teaching
staff at school, who have

JEROME
offered advice and
encouragement,
even giving up a
whole DOTT time
to observe and
provide feedback.
The aim in 2020 is
to expand BUZ to
run at a whole class
level, with select
classes. That way,
the classroom
teacher can be involved and all students can have fun
learning these important life skills.

C O O K I N G U P A S TO R M I N W Y N D H A M

LINDA

On a recent trip over to Wyndham,
I utilised a spontaneous opportunity
with a random bunch of ingredients
with three students. Together they
accepted a challenge with the set
ingredients and created a dessert.
The ingredients were; eggs, yoghurt,
wholemeal flour, LCM bars, Nutella,
kiwifruit and strawberries. They
made fine work of the project. .
The eating part was probably their
highlight - they had Nutella all over
their grinning faces!! It was a
fantastic opportunity to integrate
cooking, team work and quality
time with students. I have been
thinking about the possibility of
creating a cooking/baking club.
Watch this space.

DRAWING FOR SELF CARE

KIM

One of the things I have learnt over time is
that to be able to effectively look after
others you have to look after yourself. Self
care is an important part of being a Chaplain (or any other role for that matter).
One of the ways that I have found that
works for me is drawing. I love drawing
particularly with marker pens, I enjoy the
creation of something new and exploring
what a new drawing might look like. I find
that drawing helps me to relax and unwind
and is an effective self care tool I can use
alongside the other things I do for self care
Term 4

2019
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WEARABLE ARTS GROUP
As the school year is coming to a close
our first group of Wearable arts
students have exhibited their “works in
progress” at the school art exhibition.
We have extended our sessions into
this term as we have needed the extra
time to progress the garments. They
are now finishing off their garment
construction. There have been lots of
laughs and fun along the way. Especially
on the day a donation of high heel
shoes arrived. We are aiming to have
some of the students work entered into
the Mandurah Wearable Arts event.
Categories that we hope to enter are
under 18 years, the recycled section
and the first time entrants section. I am
hoping by the next newsletter I will
have professional photos of the
completed garments. This will be done

LINDA

by the teacher I share this group with
who is a professional photographer.
We will do a full makeup and photo
shoot with each garment. These
photos will help us complete the entry
requirements for the Mandurah

Wearable Arts event. The next
stage will be judging and we will
eagerly await being notified if a
garment makes it to the next stage.
If this happens, we then need to post
the garment down for the show.

COMPLEX TRAUMA
Halls Creek DHS generously sent me to
Perth this term for a two day course called,
‘What’s in the Box?’ delivered by Karen
Hulls, director of Complex Trauma
Training WA. The course aims were to
learn about the effects of complex trauma,
particularly for children, and develop a
repertoire of positive behavior supports to
use with students.
Some key take home points included

JEROME
understanding the effect of early life trauma
on brain development; how traumatic
events in a child’s life impacts their
attachment to caregivers; and that the key
interventions is creating an environment
that feels safe and calm.
Another point that hit home with me was,
“Being shown care and concern can feel
unfamiliar and anxiety provoking to children
with trauma backgrounds. It is completely at

YOUTHCARE CHAPLAINS AWARD
Congratulations to Year 12 student
Daniel Dietrich who was recently
awarded the YouthCARE Chaplain’s
Community Award at the EKC
Senior School Awards Night. The
award recognises a student who
demonstrates good character, care,
concern for and involvement in the
community. Daniel has been actively
involved in the life of the school
community by being a student who is

respected by his peers as someone
who is fair, caring and reliable.
Daniel has been involved with local
rugby league, touch football and
indoor cricket. His involvement with
the Kununurra Speedway as a driver
has seen him also volunteering as a
very active committee member,
contributing greatly to this
community club. Congratulations
Dan.
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odds with their internal working model.” It
reminded me of the importance of being
aware of students’ backgrounds and being
sensitive as a caregiver.
I will look forward to passing the knowledge
on to new staff and supporting classrooms
and students with this understanding in
2020 and beyond. .

KIM
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ONE ARM POINT TO WYNDHAM

JON

As 2019 concludes we can look back at

One Arm point to Wyndham. I am

Thank you for all your support in 2019.

an eventful and busy year for Youthcare

privileged to be able to see firsthand the

As we look ahead to 2020 Youthcare

School Chaplaincy throughout the

work they do and the dedication of our

will continue to partner with you in

Kimberley.

chaplains as they support students,

bringing the love of God to our school

teachers and families through many

communities by providing pastoral care

situations when people are at their most

support to those in need through our

vulnerable.

school chaplaincy ministry.

We have 12 chaplains working across the
region from remote communities to
senior high schools and colleges, from

OP SHOP DINNER

KIM
The EKC Student Council Op Shop

shop outfit for. In support of the local

Dinner is an event that I organise annually

organisation Neighbourhood House

and was held on October 31st. Student

(NH) dinner guests purchase an outfit

councillors invite members of staff to

from the NH op shop for their person.

attend the dinner., the catch is, each

On the night, outfits are presented,

person gets given the name and details of

changed into and dinner is shared along

another dinner attendee to buy an op

with a lot of laughs.

WANT TO KNOW MORE?
If you would like to know more about the Chaplaincy programs at Halls Creek, Wyndham or Kununurra please do not
hesitate to contact us or visit the YouthCARE website.

Nathan, Kim, Melissa, Donald and Madi

Jess, Steve, Linda and Beth

Kim (KNX)

Linda (KNX/WYND)

Jerome (HC)

Monday-Friday

Tuesday– Friday

Monday– Friday

0409 880 047

0487 333 054

0477 417 412

Kim.moore@youthcare.org.au

Linda.sunderland@youthcare.org.au Jerome.birch@youthcare.org.au
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