
 

 

This SWP does not cover all possible hazards associated with this procedure and should be used in conjunction with other references. This SWP is 
designed as a guide to be used in conjunction with training and supervision.       
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Prepare to dispose of a used syringe/needle: 
1. Do not leave the syringe/needle unattended (if possible).  
2. Wear closed in shoes. 
3. Move bystanders away. 
4. Ensure there is space to move and to clearly observe the sharps and your 

hands.  
5. Do not handle more than one item at a time.  
6. If there are multiple sharps, carefully separate them using a stick or 

implement. 
7. Bring the sharps container to the needle/syringe, place on a stable surface 

and remove the lid. 
8. If you do not have a sharps container use a clear plastic container with a lid 

(a rigid walled puncture resistant, sealable container). 
 

Dispose of a sharp: 
1. Have the container in place and lid off. 
2. Use your hand to pick up the syringe/needle, (if you want to wear a glove it 

must be a thin disposable glove), or if available wear a needle resistant 
glove. 

3. Keep the sharp end of the needle always facing away from you. 
4. Place the syringe/needle into the container and replace the container lid. 
5. Wash hands with soap and water after picking up a sharp. 

 
Do Not: 

• Do not use grabbers/ tongs to pick up the sharp. 

• Do not try and recap the needle. 

• Do not hold the container when placing the needle/syringe into it. 

• Do not place syringe/needle into glass containers. 
 
Dispose of containers that contain needles/syringes via a Western Australian 
Department of Health recommended facility or a facility recommended by your 
local council (this may include placing a rigid wall, puncture resistant plastic 
container with a secured lid in the general waste bin).  
 

                    
Safe work procedure 

Dispose of syringes and needles. 

 

 


