
YEAR 5 LITERACY OVERVIEW: TERM 1 

 

Wk L & S Blend/Segment Class Novel NF Text Morphology: Suffixes Vocab Sentence Structure Genre Writing Grammar Assessment 

1 

Short a 
 

Short /a/ sound 
accented in 1st syllable  

 

 
 
Attic, batter, happen, valley, traffic, pattern, fabric, plastic, cactus, 
chapter, canyon, tadpole, ambush, magic 

Start of Year Picture Books 
Alma & how she got her name 
In my heart: a book of feelings 
What does it mean to be safe? 

What do you do with a 
problem? 

Do Unto Otters 
If I built a school… 

All the ways to be smart 
The Magical Yet 

The Dot 
What do you do with an idea? 

What do you do with a chance? 
How to read a book 
The word collector 

The Cool Bean 
Our Class is a Family 

-s & -es 
review rules for plurals 

 
Cars, reads, reaches 

About Me: Characteristic, trait, 
integrity, ambitious, cooperative 

 

Review simple 
sentences (what is a 

sentence?): S1 
Recount 

Nouns, adjectives, 
verbs, adverbs, 

pronouns review 

Diagnostic Writing: 
Holiday Recount 

2 

Long a 
ai, ay, a_e, eigh, ei 

Long /a/ sound in 1st 
syllable 
Long /a/ sound in 2nd 
syllable 

Revise basic long /a/ words 
 
Vacant, navy, basic, crater, April, wafer, famous, raking, rainbow, 
painter, dainty, bracelet, pavement, placement, safety, statement 
Complain, contain, explain, remain, terrain, exclaim, campaign, 
decay, portray, parade, amaze, vibrate, dictate, erase 
 

-ed -ing -er 
Rules for suffixes 

starting with a vowel 
 

Traits: compassionate, hostile, 
impulsive, naïve, tolerant 

S2: Who what it did 
+adj 

Narrative: structure 
& planning 

 
Myth/Fable Co-

construction 

4 types of 
sentences 

SA Spelling Test 

3 

Short e 
Short /e/ in first 
syllable 

 
Better, pencil, centre, sentence, twenty, select, metal, never, 
denim, melon, credit, feather, weapon, health 

-or -est –able 
Rules for suffixes 

starting with a vowel 

Traits: obnoxious, perfectionist, 
rambunctious, ruthless, 

spontaneous 

S3: Who what it did +2 
adj 

Narrative: intro & 
take-off 

Myth/Fable Co-
construction 

Simple Sentences 
PAT-R Reading 

Comprehension 

4 

 

Long e: ee, ea, -y, i, ie, 
ei, e_e 

Long /e/ in open 
syllable 
Long /e/ in 1st syllable 
Long /e/ in 2nd syllable 

Revise basic long /e/ words 
 
Even, female, meter, detour, prefix, evil, neon, preview, decent 
 
Needle, cheetah, reason, eastern, briefly, either, ceiling, people 
Fifteen, supreme, stampede, increase, believe, relief, deceive 

Nanberry  
Jackie French 

 
Predicting & 

inferring from 
cover 

First Australians 
Ep 1, Clip 1 

 
Young Dark Emu 

 
Trad. Aboriginal 

Life ppt. 
 Rainbow 

Serpent story: 
https://www.co
mmonground.or
g.au/firstnations
bedtimestories   

 
Smallpox article 

 
 Scurvy 

comeback 
article 

 
Brushtail 

Possum article 
 

Possums as pets 
article 

-ify -fy 
Make or become 

 
Terrify, rectify, satisfy 

Narratives: Fascinating, 
intriguing, tension, repulsive, 

conflict 

S4: Who what it did 
+adv 

Narrative: Problem, 
Actions & 
Resolution 

Myth/Fable Co-
construction 

Adding When & 
where to simple 

sentences 

Reading Intervention: 
Dandelion Decodable 

Letters & Sounds 

5 

Short i 
Short /i/ in 1st syllable 

 
Little, kitten, skinny, fifty, windy, city, visit, sister, finish, mixture 

Nanberry  
Pro – Chap 3 

 
 

-ity -ty 
Quality of 

Inactivity, serenity, 
enormity 

Narratives: Suspenseful, 
dilapidated, hesitate, commotion, 

cautiously 

S5: Who what it did 
+adj +adv 

Narrative: 
Character Wrap up, 
Editing, Publishing 

Myth/Fable Co-
construction 

Descriptive 
language for 

character/setting 
(noun groups) 

Reading Intervention: 
Dandelion Decodable 

Letters & Sounds 

6 

 

Long i 
igh, -y, i_e, i, ie 

Long /i/ in open 
syllable 
Long /i/ in 1st syllable 
Long /i/ in 2nd syllable 

Revise basic long /i/ words 
 
Pilot, tiger, writer, pirate, Friday, spider, private, icy, title, item 
 
Ninety, fighter, lively, tighten, wildcat, climber, kindness, cycle 
Polite, decide, combine, excite, reptile, tonight, resign, design, 
unkind, rewind 

Nanberry  
Chap 4-7 

 

-ism 
Doctrine, belief 

 
Racism, baptism, 

scepticism 

Colonies: Colonisation, 
settlement, rigorous, harsh, 

migrant 

S6: When, who what it 
did +adj 

Narrative: structure 
& planning 

 
Untimed Scary 

Story 

Strong verbs 
including mental 

(cognitive, 
mental, sensory) 

Dibels ORF 1 minute 
fluency assessment 

7 

 

Short o 
Short /o/ accented in 
1st syllable 

 
Follow, copper, blossom, cottage, bottle, nozzle, cotton, popcorn 

Nanberry  
Chap 8-10 

 

-ise 
Become 

Publicise, humanise, 
socialise 

Colonies: Colonial, prudent, 
convicted, penal, infrastructure 

S7: Where, who what it 
did + 2 adj 

Narrative: Intro & 
Take-Off 

Untimed Scary 
Story 

Adverbs of time, 
place, manner 

 

8 

Long o 
oa, o, ow, o_e, oe 

Long /o/ in an open 
syllable 
Long /o/ accent in 1st 
syllable 
Long /o/ accent in 2nd 

syllable 

Revise basic long /o/ words 
 
Robot, pony, motor, notice, ocean 
 
Poem, hoping, frozen, chosen, hopeful, closely, toaster, coastal, 
soapy, owner, mower, snowing, postage 
Explode, dispose, compose, approach, disown, afloat, erode 
 

Nanberry  
Chap 11-14 

 

-age 
Result of an action 

Advantage, encourage, 
leakage 

Animal adaptation: Specialised, 
camouflage, adapt, structure, 

habitat 

S8: Where, who what it 
did when +adj +adv 

Narrative: problem, 
actions & resolution 

 
Untimed Scary 

Story 

Synonyms for 
‘said’ 

Direct and 
indirect speech 

 

9 

Short u 
Short u in first syllable 

 
Supper, tunnel, ugly, husband, number, umpire, under, hungry Nanberry  

Chap 15 - 17 
 

-dom 
Place or state of being 

Freedom, kingdom, 
boredom 

Animal adaptation: Predatory, 
mimicry, undetected, 
behavioural, mutation 

S9: Who, simile, what it 
did 

Narrative: character 
wrap up, editing 
Untimed Scary 

Story 

Figurative 
Language 

Summative Writing: 
Untimed Narrative 

(Spooky Story) 

10 

Long u 
oo, ew, o, ou, ui, ue 

Long /u/ in an open 
syllable 
Long /u/ in 1st syllable 
Long /u/ in 2nd syllable 

Revise basic long /u/ words 
 
Music, pupil, future, unit, bugle, human, tuna 
[ruby, fuel, July, ruler] 
Useful, Tuesday [juicy] 
Amuse, reduce, excuse [pollute] 

Nanberry  
Chap 18 - 20 

Review Review 
S10: Who, metaphor, 

what it did 
Timed Assessment 

Past, present and 
future tense 
Subject/verb 
agreement 

Summative Writing: 
NAPLAN Style Timed 

Narrative (In the 
middle of the night) 

https://www.commonground.org.au/firstnationsbedtimestories
https://www.commonground.org.au/firstnationsbedtimestories
https://www.commonground.org.au/firstnationsbedtimestories
https://www.commonground.org.au/firstnationsbedtimestories
https://wonderopolis.org/wonder/what-is-smallpox
https://www.kidsnews.com.au/health/a-disease-we-think-of-as-from-history-books-is-making-a-comeback-in-australia-due-to-our-poor-diets/news-story/41864be20d2a73b8329e784f26f70a49
https://www.kidsnews.com.au/health/a-disease-we-think-of-as-from-history-books-is-making-a-comeback-in-australia-due-to-our-poor-diets/news-story/41864be20d2a73b8329e784f26f70a49
https://www.kidsnews.com.au/health/a-disease-we-think-of-as-from-history-books-is-making-a-comeback-in-australia-due-to-our-poor-diets/news-story/41864be20d2a73b8329e784f26f70a49
https://animalia.bio/common-brushtail-possum
https://animalia.bio/common-brushtail-possum
https://animals.mom.com/habitat-desert-coyote-2780.html

